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This is an appeal from an April 6, 1995, decision of the Acting Aberdeen Area Director,
Bureau of Indian Affairs (Area Director; BIA), recognizing certain individuals as officers and/or
tribal council members of the Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians and holding that the
Turtle Mountain Constitution requires the presence of the Chairman or ViceChairman in order
for a meeting of the tribal council to be valid.  Appellants are Raphael J. DeCoteau, Melvin
Lenoir, Bruce Morin, Lee Gourneau, Douglas Delorme, and Carris LaRocque, who are members
of the tribal council.

The appeal was docketed on June 1, 1995.  On June 13, 1995, the Board received a
motion for remand from the Area Director.  The Area Director states that, following the issuance
of his April 6, 1995, decision, several tribal actions have occurred and that these actions may have
changed the composition of the tribal council.  He further states that he has been presented with 
a document which requires Federal approval and that he will be required to reexamine the
present composition of the tribal council in order to determine whether he may properly approve
the document.

Under the circumstances described, it clearly appears that the Area Director's April 6,
1995, decision may well be moot.  It further appears that jurisdiction over this matter should 
be returned to him so that he may issue a new decision in light of the changed circumstances.

Therefore, pursuant to the authority delegated to the Board of Indian Appeals by the
Secretary of the Interior, 43 CFR 4.1, the Area Director's April 6, 1995, decision is vacated, 
and this matter is remanded to him for further proceedings.

                    //original signed                     
Anita Vogt
Administrative Judge

                    //original signed                     
Kathryn A. Lynn
Chief Administrative Judge
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